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always Christianity to lean upon although here too the
germs of decay were at work. But while ultimately Vol-
taire refused to take the Hindus seriously because they
were too religious, Dubois was desperately convinced of
their lack of religion; Dubois denied all civilization to the
Hindus because of the absence of any true religion what-
soever. Perhaps it may not be out of place to enquire
what exactly were the standards by means of which Du-
bois judged Indian culture.

Dubois begins with an analysis of the mental facul-
ties of the Hindus. According to him, they 'appear to
be as feeble as their physique'. Nowhere in the world,
he says, are there as many "idiots and imbeciles'; and al-
though he admits that among the Hindus there are some
'who.possess marked abilities and talents* he is cons-
trained to add that 'during the three hundred years or so
that Europeans have been established in the country, no
Hindu, so far as I know, has ever been found to possess
really transcendent genius'.* Considering their feeble
intellectual propensities, learning could only be of little
avail. Actually, according to Dubois, the Hindus have
made no progress at all in learning and while 'many bar-
barous races have emerged from the darkness of igno-
rance the Hindus have been perfectly stationary*1
lie does not find among them any sign of mo-
ral or mental improvement, with the result that 'they
are Jiow very far behind the peoples who inscribed
their names long after them on the roll of civilized na-
tions/t Mental faculties and learning among the Hindus
having been dismissed in this rather casual manner, Du-
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